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. » ]˙ Kr ̃ win at” , doin: See 
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XA ] HEN you ſpoke of“ Hereſies making theig 


« niſm rampant among us,” and immediately after 
of “the New Lights at the Tabernacle and Faus 


5 U 
EL E 1 1 ; E R 


TO THE 


REVEREND Sin, | 1 


e periodical Revolutions,” of ** Antinomia 


&« dery: Muſt not your Hearers naturally think 


that Mr, Whitefield and I were reviving thoſe He 
reſies? But do you know the Perſons of whom 0 
ſpeak? Have you ever converſed with them? Hau 


you read their Writings ? If not, is it kind, is it juſt 
to pals ſo ſevere a Cenſure upon them? Had yo 


only taken the Trouble of reading one Tract, th 
„ Appeal to Men of Reaſon and Religion, 0 
would have ſeen, that a great Part of what you a 


firm, is what I never denied. To put this beyon 
Diſpute, I beg leave to tranſcribe ſome Pallagg 
from that Treatiſe ; which will ſhew not only WH. 


I teach now, but what I have taught for many Year 
I will afterward fimply and plainly declare, where 
in Jas yet differ from you. And the rather, th 
if I err therein, you may, by GO D's Aſſiſtanc 
convince me of it. N 


5 66. 
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I. r. *"Fuſtification ſometimes means, our Acquit- 


| the preſent Queſtion: That Juſtification whereof 
| our Articles and Homilies ſpeak, meaning preſent 
| Forgiveneſs and Acceptance with GOD; who 
therein * declares his Righteouſneſs or Mercy, 
| by or for the Remiſſion of the Sins that are paſt .““ 
2. I believe, © the Condition of this is Faith: I 
mean, not only, that without Faith we cannot be 
{ juſtified ; but alſo, that as ſoon as any one has true 
Faith, in that Moment he is juſtified.” | 
4 Good Works follow this Faith, but cannot 
go before it: Much leſs can Sanctification, that is, 
a continued Courſe of good Works, ſpringing from 
| Holineſs of Heart. But it is allowed, that entire 
Sanctification goes before our Juſtification at the 
| Laſt Day.” * 1 

% It is allowed alſo, that Repentance, and 
Fruits meet for Repentance, go before Faith. Re- 
pentance abſolutely muſt go before Faith: Fruits 
meet for it, if there be opportunity. By Repen- 
tance I mean Conviction of Sin, producing real 


1 1 


by Fruits meet for Repentance *, forgiving our 


'S 


the Ordinances of GO D, and in general *, obey- 
ing him according to the Meaſure of Grace we 
have received. But theſe I cannot as yet term 
[Good Works, becauſe they do not ſpring from Faith 
and the Love of GOD. | 
3. Paith in general is a divine ſupernatural 
Bakker of Things not ſeen *, not diſcoverable by 
our bodily Senſes, as being either paſt, future or 


fpiritual. Juſtifying Faith implies, not only a di- 


q 


I! © Rom. iii. 25. b Farther Appeal, Part I. p. 1, 2. © P.4,&c. 
Lutte vi. 33. V Marki. 15. Malt. ili. 8. 8 Mate. 
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vine 


tal at the Laſt Day. But this is altogether out of 


Veſires and ſincere Reſolutions of Amendment: And 


Brother, ceaſing from Evil, doing Good, ufing - 


i Ie > Lake iii. 4,9, &. | Matt, vii. 7. Mate. 


vine tazſyos that GOD was in Chrif, reconciling the © 


World to himſelf, but a ſure Truſt and ich 
that Chriſt died for my Sins, that he loved me, and 


gave himſelf for nes. And the Moment a peni- 


tent Sinner believes this, GOD pardons and ab- 


ſolves him. 
„And as ſoon as his Pardon or Juſtification i is 


witneſſed to him by the Holy Ghoſt, he is ſaved. 


He loves G O D _ all Mankind. He has tbe 


Mind that was in Chriſt, and Power to walk as be 
alſo walked. From that Time (unleſs he makes ſbip- 


wreck of his Faith) Salvation gradually increaſes in 


his Soul. For % is the kingdom of GOD, as if 
4 Man ſhould caſt Seed into the Ground, 


' foringeth up, firſt the Blade, then the Ear, after tbat 
. the full Corn in the Ear. 


and it 


4. Many Perſons ſeem to be very confuſed as 


to the Nature of Juſtification, and ſpeak as if they 
had never heard of any Juſtification, antecedent 


to that of the laſt Day. To clear up this, there 
needs only a cloſe inſpection. of our Articles and 
Homilies : wherein Juſtification is always taken for 


the preſent Remiſſion of our Sins. 


* But many are the Objections which have been 


warmly urged, againſt the Condition of Juſtifica- 


tion; Faith alone. A late Writer in particular, 
affirms this Doctrine is both unſcriptural, and con- 
trary to the Doctrine of the Church of England. 

95. © To prove, it is unſcriptural, he alledges 
that Sanctißcation, according to Scripture, muſt 
go before it: To evince which, he cites the fol- 
lowing Texts ;—— © Preach Repentance and Re- 
miſſion of Sins: Repent and be baptized every 
one of you, for the Remiſſion of Sins: Repent 
and be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out. 


a Gal. ii. 20. Mart iv. 27, &c. © Luke xxiv. 47. 
Ac, ii. 38. Aas iii. 19, 


1 3 con- 


-or Homilies, | 


J conceive theſe, and all the Scriptures which 
can be quoted, to prove Sanctification antecedent 


to Juſtification, (if they do not relate to our final 


Juſtification) prove only (what I never denied) 


That Repentance or Conviction of Sin, and Fruits 


meet for Repentance, precede that Faith whereby we 
are juſtified : But by no means that the Love of 
GOD, or any Branch of true Holineſs, muſt or 
can precede Faith. n 

6. It is objected, ſecondly, that Juſtification 


by Faith alone, is not the Doctrine of the Church 
of England. e | 


„In order to be clearly and fully ſatisfied, What. 


* 


the Doctrine of the Church of England is (as it 


ſtands oppoſite to the Doctrine of the Antinomians, 


on the one Hand, and to that of Juſtification by 


Works on the other) I will ſimply ſet down what 


occurs on'this Head, either in her Liturgy, Articles 


Spare thou them, O GOD, which confeſs 


"their Faults : Reſtore thou them that are penitent, 
according to thy Promiſes declared unto Mankind 


in Chriſt Jeſy, our Lord, | 
* He pardoneth and abſolveth all them that 
truly repent and unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel. 
„ Almighty GOD, who doſt forgive the Sins of 


them that are penitent, create and make in us new 
and contrite Hearts; that we worthily lamenting our 


Sins and acknowledging our Wretchedneſs, may ob- 
tain of thee perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” Collect for 4% 


Wedneſday. | 
« Almighty GO D, hath promiſed Forgiveneſs 


of - Sins to all them that with hearty Repentance and 


true Faith turn unto him.” Communion Office, 

& Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath left Power to ab- 
ſolve all Sinners who truly repent and believe in him.“ 
Viſitation of the Sxk. 1 

| ” W 4 Give 


far gone from Original Righteoulaeſs, and is of 


( 2 ) 
« Give him unfeigned Repentance and ſtedfaſt 
Faith, that his Sins may be blotted out.” id. 
« He is a merciful Receiver of all true, penitent 


Sinners, and is ready to pardon us, if we come un- 


to him with faithful Repentance,” Commination Of 


ce. A 

Infants indeed our Church ſuppoſes to be juſti- 
fied in Baptiſm, altho* they cannot then either be- 
leve or repent. But ſhe expreſly requires both Re- 
pentance and Faith, in thoſe who come to be bapti- 
zed when they are of riper Years, 

As earneſtly therefore as our Church inculcates 
Juſt fication by Faith alone, ſhe nevertheleſs ſuppo- 
ſes Repentance to be previous to Faith, and Fruits 
meet for Repentance: Yea, and univerſal Holineſs 
to be previous to final Juſtification, as evidently 
appears from the following Words. 5 

Loet us beſeech him — that the reſt of our 
Lives may be pure and holy, ſo that at the laſt we 
may come to his eternal Joy.“ Abſolution. 

«© May we ſeriouſly apply our Hearts to that 
Holy and Heavenly Wiſdom here, which may in 
the End bring us to Life Everlaſting.” Yiftation 
of the Sick. 7 A 

* Raiſe us from the Death of Sin unto the Life 
of Righteouſneſs, —that at the laſt Day we may 
be found acceptable in thy Sight.” Burial Office. 

« If we from henceforth walk in his Ways, 
ſeeking always his Glory, Chriſt will ſer us on his 
Right Hand.“ Communion Office. | | 

We come next to the Articles of our Church : 
The former Part of the Ninth runs thus : 


Of Original or Birth Sin. 


Original Sin is the Fault and Corruption of 
the Nature of every Man — whereby Man is very 


© © 


his own Nature inclined to Evil, ſo that the Fleſh 


luſteth always contrary to the Spirit: And therefore 


in every Perſon born into the World, it deſerveth 
GOD's Wrath and Damnation.” . 


Art. 10. Of Free Will. 


- + The Condition of Man after the Fall of Adam 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by 
his own natural Strength and Good Works to 


Faith and calling upon GOD. Wherefore we 


have no Power to do good Works, pleaſant and 
acceptable to GOD, without the Grace of GOD 


by Chriſt preventing us, that we may have a good 


Will, and working with us when we have that 


good Will.“ 


Art. 11. Of the Juſtification of Man. 
&« We are accounted Righteous before GOD, 


only for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own Works or 
Deſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified by 
Faith only, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and 
very full of Comfort, as is more largely expreſs'd 
in the Homily of Juſtification.” 

I believe this Article relates to the meritorious 
Cauſe of Juſtification, rather than to the Condition 
of it. On this therefore I do not build any Thing 
concerning it, but on thoſe that follow. ; 


Art. 12. Of Cood Works. 


« Albeit that Good Works, which are the Fruits 
ef Faith and follow after Juſtification, cannot put 
away our Sins — yet are they pleaſing and accept- 
able to GOD in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſa- 
A ofa true-and lively Faith: Inſomuch that by 


"RA 67 
them a lively Faith may. be as evidently known, at 
a Tree may be known by the Fruit.” 

We are taught here, 1. That Good Works in ge- 
neral, follow after Juſtification. 2. That. the 
ſpring out of a true and lively Faith, that Fait 
whereby we are juſtified : 3. That true, juſtifying 
Faith may be as evidently known by them, as a 
Tree is diſcerned by the Fru t. 

Does it not follow, that the ſuppoſing any Good 
Work to go before Juſtification, is full as abſurd as 
the ſuppoſing an Apple or any other Fruit to grow 
ö Free? EEE bs 

But let us hear the Church, ſpeaking yet more 
plainly. 


Art. 1 3. Of Works done before Tu heath © 


„ Works done before the Grace of Chriſt and 
the Inſpiration of his Spirit, (i. e. before Juſtifica- 
tion, as the Title expreſſes it) are not pleaſant to 
600, foraſmuch as they ſpring not of Faith in 
Jeſu Chriſt—Yea rather, for that they are not done 
as G OD hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have theNature of Sin.” 
It remains, to conſider what occurs in the Ho- 
milies, firſt with regard to the meritorious Cauſe of 
our Juſtification, agreeable to the 11th, and then 
with regard to the Condition of it, agreeable to the 
i2th and 13th Articles. | . 
e FTheſe Things muſt go together in our Juſtifi- 
cation; upon G OD's Part, his great Mercy and 
Grace; upon Chriſt's Part, the Satisfaction of 
G Ob's Juſtice; and upon dur Part, true and live- 
ly Faith in the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt.” Homily on 
Salvation. Part 1, | Ah a 
So that the Grace of G OD doth not ſhut out 
the Juſtice (or W of GOD in our Juſ- 
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I! the Behalf of Man, concerning his Juſtification, 
but only a true Faith.” 


bid. Part III. 


Good Works. 


(tber be to the World whoſe Bodies lack Souls. 


faneation 3 but only ſhutteth out the Righteoufnefs 
of Man—as to deſerving our Juſtification.” - 
And therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on 


* 


* 


And yet that Faith doth not ſhut out Repen- 


'| tance, Hope, Love, to be joined with Faith (that 
B, afterwards : ſee below) in every Man that is juſ- 
tificd— Neither doth Faith ſhut out the Righteouſ- 


neſs of our Good Works, neceſſarily to be done 
efterwards, But it excludeth them ſo, that we 
may not do them to the Intent, to be made Juſt 


{or, to be juſtified) by doing them.” 


That we are juſtified by Faith alone, is ſpoken, 


to take away clearly all Merit of our Works, and 


wholly to aſcribe the Merit and Deſerving of our 
Juſtification unto Chriſt only.” ibid. Part II. 

The true Meaning of the Saying, We be u/- 
tified by Faith only, is this, We be juſtified by the 
Merits of Chriſt only, and not of our own Works.“ 
Thus far touching the Meritorious Cauſe of our 
Juſtification ; refer'd to in the 11th Article. The 


|| 12th and r3th are a Summary of what now fol- 


lows, with Regard to the Condition of it. 

Of (Juſtifying) True Faith, three Things are 
fpecially to be noted; 1. That it bringeth forth 
2. That without it can no Good 
Works be done. 3. What Good Works it doth 
bring forth.“ Sermon on Faith, Part I. 

„ Without Faith can no Good Work be done, 


Accepted and pleaſant unto GOD. For as @ Branch 


cannot bear Fruit of itfelf, faith our Saviour Chriſt, 
except it abide in the Vine, ſo cannot you, except you 
@hide in me. Faith giveth Life to the Soul; and 
they be as much dead to G OD that lack Faith, as 
dead 


e | * 
before GOD. Even as a Picture is but a dead 
Repreſentation of the Thing itſelf, ſo be the Works 
of all unfaithful (unbelieving) Perſons before 
GOD. They be but Shadows of lively and good 
Things, and not good Things indeed. For true 
Faith doth give Life to the Works, and without 
Faith no Work is Good before GOD.” ibid. 
Part III. 

« We. muſt ſet no Good Works before F aith, 
nor think that before Faith a Man may do any 
Good Works. For ſuch Works are as the Courſe 
of an Horſe that runneth out of the Way, which 
taketh great Labour, but to no Purpoſe.” ibid. 
Without Faith we have no Virtues, but only 

the Shadows of them. All the Life of them that 
lack true Faith is Sin.“ ibid. 

« As Men firſt have Life, and afterwards be 

nouriſhed, ſo muſt our Faith go before, and after be 
nouriſhed with Good Works. And Life may be 
without Nouriſhment, but Nouriſhment cannot be 
without Life.” Hom! ly of Works annexed to Faith, 
Part I. 
„J can then: a Man, that by Faith without 
Works lived and came to Heaven. But without 
Faith never Man had Life. The Thief on the 
Croſs only believed, and the moſt merciful GON 
juſtified him. Truth it is, if he had lived and no 
regarded Faith and the Works thereof, he ſhoulc 
have loſt his Salvation again. But this ſay, Fait 
by itſelf ſaved him. But Works by themlſely! 
never juſtified any Man.” 

* Good Works go not before, in him whic 
ſhould afterward be juſtified. But Good Work: 
do follow after, when a Man is firſt juſtified.” 
Homily on Faſting, Part I. 

From the whole Tenor then of her Liturgy 
Articles and Homilies, the Doctrine of the Churc 
gf England appears to be this: 


Tar - . DT LE ET YO RE I  IESS . 


» — 


4 ii 


gs before Juſtification : 


previous to it, 

„That as the meritorious Cauſe of JuRtifcarion 
18 che Life and Death of Chriſt; fo the Condition 
ok it, is Faith, Faith alone; and 


{conſequent on this Faith, and are the ordinary, 
ſtated Condition of Final Juſtification. 


[ | zealous for Holineſs and good Works. Do I not 
1 


not only allow, but vehemently contend, that none 


Earth, as well in Heart, as in all Manner of Con- 


be careful to maintain good Works ; and let every one 
that nameth the Name. of Chriſt depart from all Ini- 
iquity. I exhort even thoſe who are conſcious they 
Jo not believe, ceaſe /o do evil, learn to do well > 
1 7 he Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand ; therefore repent, 


pot theſe Directions the very ſame in Subſtance, 
hich you yourſelf would give to Perſons ſo cir- 
mſtanced ? What means then the endleſs Strife 
age, ? Or, what doth your arguing reprove ? 
Many of thoſe who are perhaps as zealous of 
ood Works as you, think I have allowed you too 
uch. Nay, my Brethren, but how can we help 
allowing it, if we allow the Scriptures to be from 


Lord? And how then, without fighting about 
Werds gan we deny, that Holineſs is a Conditian 


1, That no Good Mort, properly ſo called, can 


2. That no Degree of 13 rue Sanctification can be 


4. That both inward and outward Holineſs, are 


And what more can you deſire, who have hi- 
[| therto oppoſed Juſtification by Faith alone, merely 
1 | upon a Principle of Conſcience ; becauſe you was 


effectually ſecure theſe from Contempt, at the ſame 
L | | Time that I defend the Doctrines of the Church? I 


| ſhall ever enter into Glory, who is not holy on 


I :r/ation. I cry aloud, Let all that have believed, 


and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. Are 


od ?. For 1s it not written, and do not you your- | 
elves believe, Without Holineſs no Man ſpall ſee the, 


(13-3 
pf final Acceptance? And, as to the firſt Accepts} 
ance or Pardon, does not all Experience as well as. 

- Scripture prove, That no Man ever yet truly þe- 
lieved the Goſpel, who did not firſt repent? That 
none was ever yet truly convinced of Righteouſneſs, 
who was not - firſt convinced of Sin? Repentance 
therefore in this Senſe, we cannot deny to be ne- 
ceſſarily previous to Faith. Is it not equally un- 

L deniable, That the running back into known wil- 

15 full Sin, (ſuppoſe it were Prunkenneſs or Unclean- 

1 neſs) ſtifles that Repentance or Conviction? And 
can that Repentance come to any good Iſſue in his 

Soul, who reſolves not to forgive his Brother? Or 
who obſtinately refrains from what God convinces 
him is right, whether it be Prayer or hearing his 
Word? Would you ſcruple yourſelf to tell one of 
theſe, Why, if you will thus drink away all 
Conviction, how ſhould you ever truly know your 

Want of Chriſt? Or conſequently, believe in Him? 
If you will not forgive your Brother his Treſpaſſes, 
neither will your Heavenly Father forgive you aur 
Treſpaſſes. If you will not aſk, how can you ex- 


4 pect to receive? If you will not hear, how can 
$ Faith come by Hearing ? It is plain, You grieve the 
2 Spirit of God; You will” not have Him to reign 


over You. Take care that He do not utterly de- 
part from you. For anio bim that hath, 'fhall be 
given: But from bim that hath not, i. e. uſes it not 
ſhall be taken away even that which be hath,” Would! 
you ſcruple, on a proper Occaſion, to ſay this? 
You could not ſcruple it, if you believe the Bible. 
But in ſaying this, you allow all which I have faid, 
viz. That previous to juſtifying Faith, there muſt 
be Repentance, and if Opportunity permit, Fruits 
meet for Repentance. 4: ns D 
And yet | allow you this, That altho* both Re- 
pentance and the Fruits thereof are in /ome Senſe . 


' 12 * Sis. : 


= ( 14 ). 
Blame Degree with Faith, Not in the ſame Degree, 
2 in Whateyer Moment a Man believes (in the 
[Chriſtian Senſe of the Word) he is juſtified, his 
Sins are blotted out, bis Faith is counted to him 
er Righteouſneſs. But it is not ſo, at whatever 
Moment he repents, or brings forth any or all the 
Fruits of Repentance. Faith alone therefore juſti- 
| ies; which Repentance alone does not; much leſs 
any outward Work. And conſequently, none of 
| theſe are neceſſary to Juſtification; in the ſame De- 


res with Faith. e 54, 7 
Nor in the /ame Senſe, For none of theſe has fo 


Faith, This is proximazely neceſſary thereto ; Re- 
pentance, remotely, as it is neceſſary to the Increaſe 
or Continuance of Faith. And even in this 
Senſe, theſe are only neceſſary, on Suppoſition if 
there be Time and Opportunity for them : For in 
many. Inſtances there is not : But G OD cuts ſhort 
his Work, and Faith prevents the Fruits of Re- 
pentance, ſo that the general Propoſition is not over- 
thrown, but clearly eſtabliſhed by theſe Conceſ- 
fions ; and we conclude ſtill, both on the Autho- 
rity of Scripture and the Church, That Faith alone 
is the proximate Condition of Juſtification. 
II. 1. I have now ſhewn at large, what is the 
Moctrine I teach with regard to Juſtification, and 
N Uave taught, ever ſince I was convinced of it my- 
ſelf, by carefully. reading the New Teſtament and 
the Homilies. In many Points, I apprehend, it a- 
grees with yours; in ſome, it does not: Theſe I 
come now to conſider. May GOD enable me to 
do it, in Love and Meekneſs of Wiſdom | 
Tou fay, P. 7. Happy Times, when Faith 
and a good Life were ſynonymous Terms.” I con- 
{x ceive, they never were. 
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Por the other is neceſſary in the ſame Senſe or in the 


direct, immediate a Relation to Juſtification as 


Is not Faith the Root, a 
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proves no more than this, that none find Ref 1 


wm i 
P. 9. © That Good Works are a neceſſary Cons 
dition of our Juſtification, may be proved, i. From 
.. expreſs Teſtimonies of Scripture: * So 1/atab i. 16. 
Ceaſe from Evil, learn to do well. Then your Sins 
that were as Scarlet, ſhall be white as Snow. Here 
ceaſing from Evil, and learning to do well, are the 
Conditions of Pardon.“ I anſwer, without them 
there is no Pardon; yet the immediate Condition 
of it is Faith. He that believeth, and he alone, is 
juſtified before GOD. So Ezekiel xxxili. 14. 
If the Sinner turn from his evil Ways, and walk in 
the Starntes of Life, then all his Sins ſhall not be once 
mentioned to him. Moſt ſure; that is, if he be- 
lieve; elſe, whatever his outward Walking be, he 
cannot be juſtified. 
The next Scripture you cite, Malt. xi. 28, 


their Souls, unleſs they firſt come to Chriſt (namely 
by Faith) and then obey him. 3 | 
But he ſays, Ye are my Friends, if ye do 
_ whatſoever I command you. He does ſo: But how 
does it appear, that this relates to Juſtification 
at all ? | 
St. Peter alſo declares, * In every Nation be 
that feareth GOD and worketh Righteouſneſs is ac 
cepted of him.” He is: but none can either feat 
_ GOD or work Righteouſneſs, till he believes, ac 
cording to the Diſpenſation he is under. An 
St. John, He that doth Righteonſneſs is rigbteon g 
I do not fee, that this proves any Thing. A 
again, © If we walk in the Light as GOD is in th 
Light, then have «we Communion with him, and tl 
Blood of Feſus Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from a 
Sin.“ This would prove ſomething if it could b 
proved, that cleanſing us from all Sin, meant on 
Juſtification. "A 


7 <1 John i. 7. 


b A. X. 34s 


* Sermon, P» 10. 


_ 


10 


i & The Scriptures inſiſt upon the Neceſſity of 


* Repentance in particular for that Purpoſe. But 
WY Repentance comprehends Compunction, Humilia- 
| tion, Hatred of Sin, Confeſſion of it, Prayer for 
Mercy, ceaſing from Evil, a firm Purpoſe to do 
well, Reſtitution of ill-got Goods, Forgiveneſs of 
all who have done us Wrong, and Works of Be- 
neficence I believe. it, does comprehend all 
WM theſe, either as Parts or as Fruits of it: And it 
comprehends the Fear,“ but not © the Love of 
is GOD:"” That flows from a higher Principle. And 
he who loves GOD is not barely in the right 
Way to Juſtification : He is actually juſtified. The 
reſt of the Paragraph aſſerts juſt the ſame Thing, 
which was aſſerted in thoſe Words, Previous to 
1 juſtifying Faith muſt be Repentance, and if Op- 
i portunity permits, Fruiis meet for Repentance. 
But ſtill I muſt obſerve, that neither one nor the 
other is neceſſary, either in the ſame Senſe or in the 
ane Degree with Faith.“ No Scripture Teſti- 
mony can be produced, which any way contra- 


I dicts This. | | 
| 2. ** That Works are a neceſſary Condition of our 
9 Juſtification, may be proved, ſecondly, from Scrip- 
if ture Examples: Particularly thoſe recited in the 
1 eleventh Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. | 
141 Theſe all 6h Faith wrought Righteouſneſs ; with- 
out working Righteouſneſs, they had never obtained 
Ve Promiſes *.”' I ſay the ſame Thing: None are 
| $znally ſaved, but thoſe whoſe Faith wworketh by 
Love. | | 
Even in the Thief upon the Croſs, Faith was 
| 


: 
: 
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attended by Repentance, Piety and Charity.” It 
was; Repentance went before his Faith: Piety and 
Charity accompanied it. Therefore he was not 
ry by Faith alone.” Our Church, adopting 


. 11, 12. F. 1 


the Words of St. Chry/o . expreſly affirms in 
the Paſſage above cited, He was juſtified by F aith 
alone. And her Authority ought to weigh | more 
than even that of Bp. Bull, or that of any lingle 
Man whatever, Authority, be pleaſed to obſerve, 
I plead againſt Authority; Reaſon againſt Reaſon, . 
; ie is no Objection, That the Faith whereby he 
was juſtified, immediately produced Good Works. * 

3. How we are juſtified by Faith alone, and yet 
by ſuch a Faith as is not pts It may be proper 
to * And this alſo I chuſe to 4s, got in ny 
own Words, but in thoſe of our Church. 

Faith doth not ſhut out Repentance, Hop 
Love, and the Fear of God, to be joined with 
Faith in every Man that is juſtified; but it ſhuttech 
them out from the Office of juſtifying. So that 
altho* they be all preſent together in him that is 
juſtified, yet they juſtify not all together. Nei- 
ther doth Faith ſhut out Good” Works, neceſſarily 
to be done afterwards, of Duty towards God.? 
That we are juſtified only by this Faith in 
Chriſt, ſpeak all the antient Authors: Specially 
Origen, St. Cyprian, St. Chryſoſtom, Hilary, Baſil, 
St. Ambroſe and St, Auguſtin. _ 

4. You go on. "Thirdly, » if we conſider 
the Nature of Faith, it will appear impoſſible 
that a Man ſhould be juſtified by that alone. Faith 
is either an Aſſent to the Goſpel Truths, or a Reli- 
ance on the Goſpel Promiſes, I know of no othe, 
Notion of Faith.“ Ido: An MN 
things not ſeen: Which is far more than a bare Aj: 
ſent, and yet toto genere different from a Reliance. 
Therefore if you prove, that neither an Aſſent no 
a Reliance juſtifies, nor both of them together, ſtill 
you do not prove, that we are not juſtified by Faith 
even by Faith alone. But how do you prove, that 


* Homily on the Salvation of Man. ig. 


(18 ) | 
we cannot be juſtified by Faith as A Reliance on 
the Promiſes? Thus. * Such a' Reliance muſt 
be founded on a Conſciouſneſs of having perform'd 
the Conditions. And a Reliance fo founded is the 
 Refult of Works wrought bro” Faith.” No: Of 
Works wrought wi /h, Faith : Elſe the Argument 
Y- implies a Contradiction. For it runs thus (on the 
Suppoſition that Faith and Reliance were ſynony- 
mous Terms) ſuch a Reliance is the Reſult of Works 
Wrought thro' ſuch a Reliance. 

1 Tour fourth Argument againſt Juſtification 
by Faith alone, is drawn from the Nature of Juſ- 
tißcation. This, you obſerve, implies a Priſon- 
er at the Bar, and a Law by which he is to be tried; 
and this is not the Law of Moſes, but that of 
= Chriſt, requiring Repentance and Faith, with their 
proper Fruits b,“ which now thro? the Blood of 
Chriſt, are accepted and counted for Righteouſneſs. 
St. Pail affirms this, concerning Faith, in the 
q fourth Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans. But 
Where does he ſay, That either Repentance or its 
* Fruits are counted for Righteouſneſs ? Nevertheleſs 
I allow, that the Law of Chriſt requires ſuch Re- 
| $9 et and Faith before Juſtification, as, if there 
Þ 


„ 


Opportunity, will bring forth the Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs. But if there be not, he that repents and 
believes is juſtified notwithſtanding. Conſequently, 
1 Wes alone are neceſſary, indiſpenſably neceſſary Con- 
tions of our Juſtification. 

l 6. Your laſt Argument againſt Juſtification by 
Faith! alone, * is drawn from the Method of GOD's 
4 Urcbceeging at the Laſt Day. He will then judge 
berg Man according to bis Works, If therefore 
Works wrought thro” Faith, are the Ground of the 
Sentence paſt upon us in that Day, then are they 
i a neceſſary Condition of our Juſtification * . 
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other Words, If they are a Condition of our * 
nal, they are a Condition of our preſent Juſtifica-, 
tion.“ I cannot allow the Conſequence. All Ho- 
lineſs muſt precede our entering into Glory. But 
no Holineſs can exiſt, till Being juſtified by Faith, © 
we have Peace with G OD, thro our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt. | 
7. You next nn to reconcile the Wich 
of St. Paul with Juſtification by Works. In order 
to this you ſay, In the three firſt Chapters of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, he proves that both Jews 
and Gentiles muſt have Recourſe to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. To this End he convicts the whole World 
of Sin. And having tepped every Mouth, he makes 
his Inference, Therefore by the Deeds of the Law, 
there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. We conclude, then, 
ſays he, a Man is juſtified by Faith, without the 
Deeas of the Law. But here ariſe two Queſtions, 
firſt, What are the Works excluded from juſtify- 
ing ! ? ſecondly, What is the Faith which juſtifies'* ? 
The Works excluded are Heathen and Jewiſh 
Works, ſet up as meritorious. This is evident 
from hence, That Heathens and carnal Jews are the 
Perſons againſt whom he is arguing.” Not ſo; 
He is arguing againſt all Mankind : He is con 
victing the whole World of Sin.“ His Concern 
is, to flop every Mouth, by proving, That no Fleſh, 
none born of a. Woman, no Child of Man, can 1 

be juſtified by his own Warks. Conſequently he Ipeaks, 
of all the Works of all Mankind, antecedent to 
Juſtification, whether 7ewi/ſb or any other, whether 
ſuppoſed Meritorious or not, of which the Text 
ſays not one Word. Therefore all Worts antece- 
dent to Juſtification are excluded, and Faith 7s ſet 
in flat Oppoſition to them. Unto bim that worketh 


pot but believeth, his Faith is ctunted to him for 
Righteouſmeſs 


2 20 ) 
But what i is the Faith to which he bats” 
Fn That which worketh by love : Which 
is the fame with the new Creature, and implies in 
it the keeping the Commandments of GOD.” 
It is undoubtedly true, that nothing avails for 
our final Salvation without xr #Tio, a new Cre- 
ation, and conſequent thereon, a fincere, uniform 
Keeping of the Commandments of GOD. This 
St. Paul conſtantly declares. But where does he 
ſay, This is the Condition of our Juſtification ? 
In the Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians particu- 
larly, he vehemently aſſerts 'the contrary ; earneſtly 
maintaining, That nothing is abſolutely neceſſary 
to I his, but believing in him that juſtiſietb the Un- 
godly : Not the Godly ; not him that is already a 
new Creature, that previouſly keeps all the Com- 
= mandments of GOD. He does this afterward : 
: 0 When he is juſtified by Faith, n his Faith 
i 


| 
þ 
= worketh by Lore. 
| Therefore there is no Condemnation 10 them that are 
ad in Chriſt Jeſus, juſtified by Faith in him, provided 
„ they walk in him whom they have received, not after 
" the Fleſb, but after the Spirit. But ſhould they turn 
back, and walk again after the Fleſh, they would 
again be under Condemnation. But this no way 
proves, That walking after the Spirit was the Con- 
dition of their Juſtification ©. 
Neither will any thing like this follow, from the 
WE Apoſtle's faying to the Corinthians, The” I had all 
WI * Faith, ſo as to remove Mountains, and have not Cha- 
WH rity, 1 am nothing. I his only proves, that miracte- 
working Faith may be, where 2 aving Faith is not. 
8. To the Argument, St. Paul ſays, Abraham 
Wit ws juſtified by Faith,” you anſwer, ** St, James ſays, 
WW Abraham was juſtified by Works *. ” True: But he 
Wl neither ſpeaks of the ſame. Tuſtification, nor the 
ſame Faith, nor the fame Works. Not of the ſame 


re Os ; ( 27 0 | We 

Juſtification; for St. Paul ſpeaks of that Juſtifica: 
tion which was five and twenty Years before Iſaac 
was born *: St. James of that wherewith he was 
juſtified, when be offered up Iſaac on the Altar. It 
is Aving Faith, whereby St. Paul affirms we/arejuſ- 
tified : It is dead Faith, whereby St. Fames affirms 
we are not juſtified. St. Paul ſpeaks of Works an- 
tecedent to Juſtification : St. James of Works con- 
ſequent. upon it. This is the plain, eaſy, natural 
Way of reconciling the two Apoſtles, "-- 

The Fact was manifeftly this: 1. When Abra- 
bam dwelt in Haran, being then ſeventy five Years 
old, GOD called him thence : He belizved GOD, 
and be counted it to him for Righteouſneſs. That is, 
he was juſtified by Faith, as St. Paul ſtrenuouſly af- 
ſerts. 2. Many Years after Jaac was born (ſome 
of the Antients thought, three and thirty) Abrabam 
Hering his Faith by bis Works, offered him up upqn 
the Altar. 3. Here the Faith by which, in 8 
Paul's Senſe, he was juſtified long befare, wrought 
together with his Works, and he was juſtified, in St4 
James's Senſe, that is, (as the Apoſtle explains his 
own Meaning) By Works his Faith was made per. 
fett. GOD confirmed, increaſed and pexfectec 
the Principle, from which thoſe Works fprang. 

9. Drawing to a Concluſion you ſay, * What 
Pity ſo many Volumes ſhould have been writteg 
upon the Queſtion, Whether a Man be juſtified by 
Faith ox Works, ſeeing they are two eſſential Par 
of the ſame Thing *?” If by Works you undd 
ftand Inward and Outward Holineſs, both Faith an 
Works are eſſential Parts of Chriſtianity : And ye 
they are eſſentially different, and by GOD himſei 
contradiſtinguiſhed from each other. And that! 
the very Queſtion before us, Him tbat worketh no 
but believeth. Therefore, whether a Man be juſt 
fied by Faith ox Worts, is a Point of the laſt I 
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[{ portante : Otherwiſe our Reformers could not have 
$1 anſwered to GO D, their ſpending ſo much Time 
upon it; Indeed they were both too wiſe and too 
| good Men, to have © wrote ſo many Volumes“ on 
a trifling or needleſs Queſtion. 10 

10. If in ſpeaking on this important Point, (ſuch 
at leaſt it appears to me) J have ſaid any Thing of- 
. any that implies the leaſt Degree of Anger 
or Diſreſpect, it was entirely foreign to my Inten- 
4 tion: Nor indeed have I any Provocation. I have 
i 0 Room to be angry at your maintaining what you 
believe to be the Truth of the Goſpel : Even tho“ 
1 ent will you had omitted : a few Expreſſions, 
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Quas aut incuria fudit, 
Au Þumana parum cavit natura. 


a the general, from all L have heard concerning 
du, I cannot. but very highly eſteem you in Love. 
nd that GOD may give you both © a right Judg- 
ment in all Things, and evermore to rejoice in his 
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Lour affectionate Brother and Servant, 


JOHN WESLEY. 
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